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Sen, Alfonse M, D’Amato sa vs he 


♦made a promise to gne people of 
'New York when he ran for the Sen¬ 
ate in 1980: "Elect me, I’ll fight for 


•you.” 

’ He has been true to his word. 
’During his 10 years in the Senate, 


the Long Island Republican has 
used a blunt, outta-my-way style in. 
helping corporations, campaign con¬ 
tributors and constituent's alike. 

Pork-barrel polities and political 
leveraging are nothing new in 
Washington. But D’Amato’s inten¬ 
sity at playing the- game has at¬ 
tracted unwanted attention, includ¬ 
ing an ethics investigation. 

Tm very aggressive by nature,” 
he said. “It goes to the essence of 
what I’m about.” 

Ask the New York Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority. It does 
not usually hear from U.S. senators 
about the millions of dollars 
awarded to subcontractors each 
year. In 1987, as the agency- was 


! buying 200 new subway cars, 
D’Amato sent a letter singling out a 
prospectiylf subcontractor, the 
Westingnouse Air Brake Co. of 
Yonkers. N.Y. 

A§k the National Park Service. In 
19o8, it awarded a multimillion-dol- 
lar concession for the ferry service 
to the Statue of Liberty. D’Amato 
fired off a letter on behalf of the 
losing company, a Manhattan firm 
owned by a campaign contributor. 
“What federal policy goals are.being 
advanced here?’’ D’Amato’s letter 
demanded. 

Ask the Long Island Rail Road. It 
saw ho need to renovate an aban- 
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Senator’s Aggressive Style Generates Praise and Scorn 


D'Amato said several times dur¬ 
ing two interviews that he does not 
recall ever being lobbied by his 
brother, although he said clients 
might hire Armand with that 
thought in mind. But the senator 
said, "If they go [to Armand] be¬ 
cause they think they're getting 
something extra, they are not." 

Armand D'Amato declined to be 
interviewed In-Long Island he is> 
considered a politically influential 
attorney in his own right; he served, 
five terms in the state Assembly 
and formed a law firm known for its 
expertise in land use and develop¬ 
ment matters. 

Sen. D’Amato said he knows of 
only one occasion when his brother 
contacted his officer on behalf of a 
client; the call involved a contract 
for th e Unisys Core., a New York- 
based major defense contractor. 
D'Amato said the call was handled 
by his staff find he learned about it 
only much later. 

Unisys was seeking a $100 mil- 
lion contract to provide computers' 4 
for the Aegis missile defense sys¬ 
tem. In 1986, Congress required 
the Navy to hold an open competi¬ 
tion for the contract, but by Novem¬ 
ber 1987, the Navy had not held the 
competition and Unisys was impa¬ 
tient. 

During this period, Unisys re¬ 
tained Armand D'Amato's law firm 
"to monitor issues of interest to 
Unisys before the Congress and the 
Department of Defense," according 
to a Unisys spokesman, and paid a 
$35,000 fee to the law firm. 

At some point, Armand D’i^iato 
contacted the senator's office and 
suggested that the senator send a 
letter to "then- Nayy Secretary 
JfflCS Webb inquiring about the 
status of the competition. A Dec. 1 
letter bearing Sen. D'Amato's sig¬ 
nature asked when the Aegis con¬ 
tract would be put out for compet¬ 
itive bidding. It did not mention 
Unisys by name, kit Unisys was the 
principal bidder and eventually won 
the contract. 



"You get these letters from ev¬ 
eryone imaginable," Webb said. “So 
it really doesn't suggest anything to 
me other than the guy's trying to 
put pressure on us to make a deci¬ 
sion. To me it was sort of boiler¬ 
plate." 

Asking Pointed Questions 

Whatever the outcome of the 
ethics inquiry, recent interviews 
and D'Amato's many letters to gov¬ 
ernment agencies illustrate his pen¬ 
chant for plunging ahead on behalf 
of aggrieved constftuents. 

One example is Pew York marine 
developex^teB itf^ i ft a jk who came 
in second on a 1088 bid to provide 
ferry service to the Statue of Lib¬ 


erty and turned to the New York 
congressional delegation for help. 
Three congressmen signed a low- 
key memo asking for an explana¬ 
tion; a fourth filed a protest to the 
General Accounting Office. 

D’Amato, however, fired off a 
personal letter to the service's di¬ 
rector asking a series erf pointed 
questions. “I never thought I'd get a 
letter like that out of a U.S. sena¬ 
tor," Sloan said. 

Sloan had contributed three 
times to D'Amato's campaign since 
1985, including a $1,000 donation 
recorded two weeks after he lost 
the bid competition. In addition, he 
had retained Armand D'Amato for 
legal work on a marina-condomin¬ 
ium project. “So what," Sen. 


D'Amato said. "There are... some 
questions that a citizen raises. A 
CITIZEN! It doesn’t matter if it's 
Citizen Sloan, who contributed to 
me, or not.” 

D'Amato also writes to officials 
who are in positions to influence the 
awarding of bids on federally funded 
projects. Often, as in the case of let¬ 
ters to the New York Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (MTA), 
he is writing to an administrator 
who regularly seeks his help on 
Capitol Hill. D'Amato is ranking 
Republican on the Senate Appro¬ 
priations subcommittee on trans¬ 
portation and related agencies. 

In Ma^ch 1987, for Example, 
D’Amato wrote to MTA Ch airman 
Robert TCiley saying that he was 


what I’ve done here." 

DelliBovi said his old friend's 
style of politics has been good for 
New York. "We've always had one 
senator (Democrat Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan] who was up there, the 
statesman, the international philos¬ 
opher," he said. "That was part of 
the rationale for Aifonse’s election 
in the first place. Moynihan was the 
professor ... and it was about time 
we had one senator who was at¬ 
tending to—you know, ‘The Pot¬ 
hole Senator,' taking care of 
things,” he said. 

“Those were the rules of the 
game. The game may be changing. 
The rules may be changing." 

Staff researcher Lucy Shackelford 
contributed to this report. 










